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few thou-
sand years
since civilized
 people consid-
ered the uni-
verse a part of -
- their beings,
but Jan De-
Blieu, author of
“*Wind” and
“The Year of
the Comets,” is leading a
return to that form of spiritu-
ality.

Living on Roanoke Island
in the Outer Banks has made
her particularly alert to the
elements. “Think of wind as
God and God as wind,” she
writes.’

From the land where wind
rules, DeBlieu travels to the
land where water begins, as
she gives the keynote talk at
Western Carolina Universi-
ty’s Spring Literary Festival,
7:30 pm. Thursday. The
festival runs from Monday-
Thursday and features a
stellar group of writers.

Writer's path
DeBliew’s life and career

comprise a remarkable phe-
nomenon, Not feeling pat

E t's beena

Roh
Neufeld

COLUMNIST

about winning the John Bur-

roughs Medal for Distin-
guished Natural History
Writing for “Wind,” she con-
founded her publisher by
spending several years writ-
ing “The Year of the ’
Comets,” focusing on the
night sky, astrophysics and
the progress of her husband’s
clinical depression.

In 2003, she became Cape
Hatteras Coastkeeper for the
North Carolina Coastal Fed-
eration, working with gener-
ally conservative fishermen,
farmers and hunters on envi-
ronmental protection. The
essay from which she’ll read
at the festival involves a new
concern, the rise of home-
lesshess that has beset the

Outer Banks in the wake of
real estate speculation and

- rising sea levels.

“This is a weird time in
our existence,” she said in an
interview with the Citizen- -
Times. “What can an individ-

_ ual person do? The answer is

to look to our own commun-
ities. My kind of activism
starts at the personal level”

Sadness to the stars

“The Year of the Comets”
weaves a narrative that -
moves from the imagined
reaches of the unjverse to
conversations that reveal
how her husband, Jeff, cir-
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cled his own black hole of
despair. Her focus on the
personal and the mystical
harkens back to her original

writing impulse, which was

to create fiction. -

“I started writing non-
fiction because I couldn't
write stories as amazing and

interesting as real life,” De- -

Blieu said. Yet she needed to
represent matters of the
heart, and turned to fictive
techniques. She’d been in-
spired by John Gardner’s
“The Axt of Fiction,” which
talks about créating a fictive
dream in storytelling, so rich
and compelling that the

SPECIAL TO THE CRIZEN-TIME

Author Jan DeBlieu believes personal actmsm should begin within our

own communities,

reader is immersed in the
tale.
“Comets” begins with two

. events: DeBlieu’s feeling of

timeless wonder cbserving
the passage of the comet

Hyakunate on Jan. 30,1996,
and visits to her mother-in-
law, dying of cancer after a

 life affected by manic-de-

pression.
“I haven’t done much with
my life, and now it’s about to
end,” Mom tells Jan. DeBlieu
writes to learn God's way

" and finds positive messages
‘in even the universe’s “dark

e;nergy."

Stargazing

Few laypeople dare to
take on Hubble, Einstein and
modern theory-makers, Few
endeavor to follow the paths
of constellations and discern
the blurry patches that in-
dicate galaxies and star ac-
tion. But stargazing is an
ancient practice that de-
serves renewal.

On a camping trip on the
Virginia shore, DeBlieu fo-
cused on the constellation
Cygnus, the “front wind-
shield” of an expanding uni-

verse, and thought about the
research of Margaret Geller
and Jobhn Huchra, who to-
gether discovered that galax-
ies formed a honeycomb.
Arches and spheres of stars
surround dark voids, much
like bubbles in a boiling pot.

At home she latched onto
Sagittarius A, “a swirling
combination of light and
dark, a vortex of sparks fall-
ing toward an iris as black as
anything known to human-
kind. At the center of our
universe ... is a galactic black
hole.” She comments, “Dark-
ness is a necessary part of
our lives, the hub that drives
us.”

Her book concludes with
Jeff’s recovery and the 1997
appearance of the comet
Hale-Bopp. Hale-Bopp car-
ried chemicals that may have
brought water and the build-
ing blocks of amino acids to
Earth. She remains confiden
about the surprising and
regenerative nature of exist-
ence.

Rob Neufeld is the book feature writer for
the Citizen-Times. Coniact him at 768-
BOOK or RNeufald@charter.net. Visit the
wehsite thereadonwne.ning.com.

LITERARY CALENDAR

Your gulde to auther and literary evénts In
Western Nnrth-caru_iina, March 28-April 4.

SUNDAY

Marshall, 6:30 p.m. Call 649-3741,

SPECULATIVE DISCUSSION: “Bloodr-
ing” by Faith Hunter is the subject of
the "What If? Malaprop's Speculative

. Fiction-Bookelub” at Malaprop’s

Peatiniinim AANnLE EF Il .

* University, 4 p.m., &s part of the

Spring Literary Festival. Call 227-
7264.

BUDDHIST TEACHINGS: Zen monk,
bass player and filmmaker Brad
Warnar reads from and Signshis ..
latest book, “Zen Wrapped in Karma

Rinnad in Charnlate” at Malanmn'a

250-4738.

BOCK DISCUSSION: “Snow Flowsr
and the Secret Fan” by Lisa See is the
subject of a discussion at Swannanoa
Library, 201 W. Charleston St., Swan-
nanoa, 7 p.m. Call 250-6486.

JAN DEBLIEU: Jan DeBfieu, author of

“Tha Yaar nf tha Pnmate” eneaka in

SATURDAY

LOCAL AUTHOR: Jack Joseph Prather
talks about his books, “The Day of the
Knights;" “Speaking Up in Poetry &
Prose;” and “All PR is Local” at Black
Bear Coffee Shop, 318 N. Main St.,
Hendersonville, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.




